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Common
Problems

It is important to know the common
problems different plants in your
garden may experience so that you
can better manage the issues and
ensure your plants are providing the
aesthetics you desire.

When planting Tall ironweed be sure to
plant in full sun and give each plant enough
space to grow so they do not overshadow
one another and compete for sunlight or
water. Garden pests such as grasshoppers,
thrips, and aphids may damage your
ironweed if their populations get too high.
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Plant Requirements and Description

Mature Height and Spread:
5 feet tall

Growth Rate:
Fast

Light Requirement:
Full Sun

Other Requirements:
Soil type: Wet-Mesic Mesic
Planting space: 2'-3’

Description:
Tall ironweed is an upright perennial
wildflower with a highly visible dark red stem
that grows over 7 feet tall and is widely
branched at the top. At the ends of branches
in loose clusters are saucer-shaped, 1/4-inch-
wide flower heads consisting of 30 or fewer
purple disk flowers. Attached to the stem are
10-inch-long, lance-shaped, pointed leaves
that have short downy hairs on the lower
surface.

Management

e Water regularly while plant becomes
established. Consider mulching around
base of plant to retain moisture.

Due to their size, ironweeds do best
when planted at the rear of gardens, or
in locations where they do not
overshadow other garden plants.

Plants can be kept shorter by cutting
stems in half during early summer.

Remove head of blossoms after they die
to avoid unwanted seedlings.

Sources

e https://www.prairiemoon.com/seeds/wildflowers-
forbs/vernonia-altissima-tall-ironweed.html

e  http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/flo
wers/ironweed/vernonia-ironweed-flowers.htm

e  http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/3117

e http://vnps.org/princewilliamwildflowersociety/grow
ing-natives-for-the-garden-2/growing-natives-for-
the-garden/
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